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4-H Family News
Welcome to the Month of July

Fair is Almost Here

This month's content highlights

July 2025

What time is it? The weather is heating up and
Fair preparations are in full swing, as Fair is quickly
approaching, and we can’t wait!
Be sure to read your premium book for rules and
project check in times.
Thank you to all that continue to help and support
us with the necessary pieces in making the Fair
possible! 

Sincerely,
Chelsea & Jean
4-H Staff 

• Fair Schedule 
• Barn Set-up Thursday July 8th 6:00 pm 
• Superintendent Meeting July 17th @ 7:00pm 
• Opening Ceremonies 
• Barn to Barn contest – Oaks Donations 
• Battle of the Barns
• State Awards Winners 
• Great picture recaps 
• LAST DAY TO ORDER FAIR SHIRTS 7/11

Monroe County

mailto:rhineha5@msu.edu
mailto:butle301@msu.edu
mailto:genawjea@msu.edu
mailto:msue.Monroe@county.msu.edu
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Monroe County Fair           .

4-H Mini Show

4-H Mini 
Show

See Fair schedule in premium 
catalog on page 50
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SAVE THE DATES:
Premium Correction: Pocket Pet Show: 8:30am 
check-in & 9am show Saturday 7/26 – Dog Tent
Downloadable NEW Rabbit Fitting & Showing 
Member’s Guide Link – Congratulations Morgen 
Schmidt for representing Monroe County on this 
new publication

Small Animal 

Dog Dates

July 2- Regular Program meeting Extension Office 6:30pm 
Extension Office

July 12- Second Fun Match Glenn Stock Arena. Registration 
9:00am, show at 10:00am

July 26- Fair Show, Glenn Stock Arena Check in at 8:30 
Show starts at 9:00am

Follow Us on Social Media
Monroe County Small Animal Association
Monroe County 4-H Dog Program 
Monroe County 4-H Cat Program

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/rabbit_fitting_showing_members_guide_4h1268
https://www.facebook.com/monroecountySAA.official
https://www.facebook.com/Monroe4hdogprogram
https://www.facebook.com/groups/496525849108955


Pre-Entry Link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZQ0O4FI5auKjAqRp2B_7iwYnoZYqndQyE-
UEttIJfHAVUgQ/viewform

Volunteer Link:  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NAmmsqbGAPIFzkIK68NIJma1geRHsQt7vDls7dJH
ogk/edit?fbclid=IwY2xjawLGfxBleHRu

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZQ0O4FI5auKjAqRp2B_7iwYnoZYqndQyE-UEttIJfHAVUgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZQ0O4FI5auKjAqRp2B_7iwYnoZYqndQyE-UEttIJfHAVUgQ/viewform
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NAmmsqbGAPIFzkIK68NIJma1geRHsQt7vDls7dJHogk/edit?fbclid=IwY2xjawLGfxBleHRu__;!!HXCxUKc!00XImC6jtWz8n54kUHnznNI2S8BXar2zEbZIPAUScbAzhshjnvReVB7FF6flQivHJNAAz48pGn0IaCbgbQQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NAmmsqbGAPIFzkIK68NIJma1geRHsQt7vDls7dJHogk/edit?fbclid=IwY2xjawLGfxBleHRu__;!!HXCxUKc!00XImC6jtWz8n54kUHnznNI2S8BXar2zEbZIPAUScbAzhshjnvReVB7FF6flQivHJNAAz48pGn0IaCbgbQQ$


Junior Livestock Association News
Barn Set-up July 08, 2025 @ 6:00pm

2024-2025 JLA Officers
President: Lindsey Roof
Vice President: Sophie Kreps
Secretary: Kayla Pittman
Treasure: Sydney Linn
 

Beef Haul-in Correction Sat July 26, 2025 Noon to 2:00pm



Congratulations 2024 Dairy Board Officers 

President:  Isaac Haws

Vice President: Alex Haws

Secretary: Kylee Buchanan

Treasure: Mason Eagle

JLA rep./ Historian: Lauren Mathe

Dairy Board / Goat Board

Caprine Council 
Congratulations 2024-2025 Caprine Officers
President- Danielle Pienta
Vice President- Elizabeth Gomez
Secretary- Stewart Funk
Treasurer- Celine Alt
Historian- Aiden Chase
JLA Goat Representatives- Stewart Funk & Danielle Pienta





Horse and Pony News 
Horse and Pony info

Main communication is 
through Facebook: Monroe 
County 4-H Horse and Pony 

Members Only 
and

Monthly meetings 2nd Monday 
of the month 7:00 pm Activity 

Center (Except Aug & Dec)

H&P has mandatory meetings 
and volunteer hours make sure 

you are meeting the 
requirements 

 Members Follow the 
Members only page to get 
detailed information and 
registration links

Save The Dates 

 July 19th Mini Show

 July 20th Clinic 

 State Horse Show August 14-
17 (6 Volunteers needed)

Hippology Fundraisers
Your 
Contact 
person: 
Hippology 
Team coach: 
Elizabeth 
Kotus 
schedule 
pick up via 
email: 
ekotus@hot
mail.com or 
text: 734-
604-4951



Fair Updates
  

   

https://monroecountyfair.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/2025-Premium-
Catalog-FINAL.pdf 

Families are responsible for knowing 
information in the premium book related to 
project areas their youth enroll in, please 
read carefully. Calendar Pg. 50

A friendly Reminder Trophy Payments are now past 
due… Please bring payment to the Extension office 
mailbox immediately to expedite processing.
Call Jean Genaw (734) 240-3188 to let us know of 
any issues. 
Please Make check payable to 
Monroe County 4-H Fair Advisory Board.  Drop off 
at the Extension Office Mailbox located at 963 South 
Raisinville Rd, Monroe, MI 48161.  
Thank you for your continued support that provides 
such great awards to our youth.

Please Be Reviewing Premium 
Catalog and Fair Calendar for 
Important Fair Information 

about your project area!

https://monroecountyfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-Premium-Catalog-FINAL.pdf
https://monroecountyfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-Premium-Catalog-FINAL.pdf
https://monroecountyfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-Premium-Catalog-FINAL.pdf


Fall Service Project – Call for Donors! 
Beginning Sunday, January 26th a 
community service project began. Once 
a month clubs met to prepare a Sunday 
meal for the Oaks Shelter in Monroe. 
Members planned, purchased and 
prepared the aprox. 80 meals monthly. 
In the 6 months 4-H  served over 450 
meals and really acted in Celebrating 
the Bounty of the County. We had a 
great turnout and will plan on adding 
more days for meals in the Fall. If you 
or a local business would like to 
sponsor a meal it is approximately $300 
and 4-H Clubs will organize, cook and 
serve. Contact Chelsea 734-240-3182

Volunteers

2024 Superintendent Meeting 
July 17, 2025 at 7:00 pm
At the Activity Center

All Adult Superintendents are reminded that they 
must attend the Superintendents meeting 
scheduled for July 17th @ 7pm at the 4-H 
Activity Center. It is very important that all 
Superintendents attend this meeting to learn 
about the 2025 Fair and to pick up your materials. 
Please plan on staying for the entire meeting. 

Additional Craft 
Superintendents Needed
Call Brenda: 734-915-5477



Volunteer/ leader Corner
Link to Volunteer Central become a 4-H volunteer
https://msu.samaritan.com 

Leaders, please take the time to review updated 
Financial Manuals.  These manuals will answer 
many of your club questions related to finance.
Financial Manual for 4-H Volunteers - 4-H Volunteering 
& Mentoring (msu.edu)

Financial Manual for 4-H Treasurers - 4-H (msu.edu)

Opening Ceremonies for 2025
It has become a tradition for the 4-H Council to host a small opening celebration 

on Sunday Afternoon of the Fair. We would like to invite all 4-H Families, 
Community Sponsors, and other interested people to attend.
Sunday July 27th @ 4:30pm outside the 4-H Activity Center.

Dedication of new bricks will be a part of the program. The bell will ring to 
announce the start of the 2025 Monroe County Fair! 

Gate Entry
Gate Entry is a privilege of 4-H Members! Wrist bands are required at all 
gates all week! Please be kind to gate workers they are there to support 

the Fair & 4-H Program! 

https://msu.samaritan.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/financial_manual_for_4_h_volunteers
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/financial_manual_for_4_h_volunteers
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/financial_manual_for_4_h_treasurers










Council Elections – Project Turn In



Fair Barn to Barn Competition 





ITS OFFICIAL! Our 2025 Fair Shirt order link is live! Order yours today. 
Official shirt but be sure to check out other fun designs available! 
Pre-order to ensure you receive yours. Limited stock will be available in the TA office during fair 
week.
July 11th Last Day to Order Online
https://stores.inksoft.com/monroe4h/shop/home

https://stores.inksoft.com/monroe4h/shop/home


Fair Pins Available!!
Check out this years 4-H Fair Pin! 
Celebrating the Bounty of the County! 
Pick yours up at the extension office 
before fair or at the TA office during fair. 
Don’t miss the chance to have this 
commemorative piece of history!





STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 8-10: Garden Writers Workshop
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Young writers will learn about the wonderful world of writing in the garden. Using the garden as their 
inspiration, campers will connect writing to nature by creating poems, stories, plays and much more.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-writers 

July 9: Adulting 101 – Mastering Meal Planning
Online
Learn how to eat healthy on a budget and stretch your food dollars, including how to cook once and 
eat twice, making a meal plan that will save you money at the store, and other great tips!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-mastering-meal-planning

July 16-17: Saginaw Bay Fish Camp
Haithco Park, Saginaw
All campers will receive a fishing rod with a reel, tackle box, t-shirt and snacks. Learn about knot tying, 
tackle crafting, casting, aquatic ecology, angler ethics and more! Open to 4-H members ages 8-12.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/saginaw-bay-4-h-fish-camp-2025 

July 16 - August 13: Guiding Principles for Highly Successful Parenting Webinar Series
Online
This free course is for parents of toddlers to teens to learn strategies for helping children, parents and 
families be successful. This series will meet online each Monday for five weeks from 7:30 – 9 p.m.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-webinar-series-july-2025 

July 17: Bubble Day at the Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Come celebrate summer vacation at the garden with bubbles!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day 

July 24: Bug Day at the Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Join for a tribute to insects in the gardens. We will collect, observe and even make bugs! Our friends 
from the MSU Bug House will be back this year with their collections of insects from all over the world!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bug-day 

July 29-31: Camp Monet 
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Young artists will spend three days in the gardens creating marvelous projects. Campers will use 
inspiration from the garden to make projects that involve sketching, painting, sculpting, dying, weaving 
and much more! Lunch will not be provided, so please bring a lunch each day. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/camp-monet 

 

2025 4-H State 
Shooting Sports 

Tournament

Registration is open for the 
2025 Michigan State 4-H 
Shooting Sports Tournament! 
To be held August 2 at the 
Saginaw Field & Stream Club 
in Saginaw, this event provides 
4-H shooting sports members 
with the opportunity to test their 
skills, earn recognition and 
build camaraderie with other 4-
H members from all over the 
state.

Events at the tournament 
include: .22 rifle, 3-D archery, 
air rifle, BB gun, hunting and 
wildlife, muzzle loading, pistol, 
target archery, trap and skeet.

The deadline to register is July 
13, 2025.  

To learn more, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/202
5-4-h-state-shooting-sports-
tournament 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-writers
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-mastering-meal-planning
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/saginaw-bay-4-h-fish-camp-2025
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-webinar-series-july-2025
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/bug-day
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/camp-monet
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-4-h-state-shooting-sports-tournament
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-4-h-state-shooting-sports-tournament
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-4-h-state-shooting-sports-tournament


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

2025 Mark of Excellence Award Winners 
Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 10 and 11, the opportunity to participate in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H 
Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Beyond Ready” and the youth referred to the various ways that 4-H is helping to 
prepare them to be ready for their future, be it work, college or life in general.

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each county are selected to be recognized as award winners. In 2025, the 
following 28 4-H members from 22 counties were selected as the 2025 Mark of Excellence county winners.

• Simran Adnani, Wayne County
• Abigail Baker, Cass County
• Claire Blaszyk, Oakland County
• Snyder Dunlap, Jackson County
• Lilly Edick, Gladwin County
• Alicia Etter, Sanilac County
• Chloe F., Ingham County
• Adreann Guikema, Newaygo County
• Colton Guy, Barry County
• Autumn Johnloz, St. Joseph County 

Each recipient will receive a medal, and their winning essays will be added to the Mark of Excellence history book at the Michigan 
4-H Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. Congratulations to our winners!

To learn more about the Michigan 4-H State Awards, visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4-h-awards-
and-recognition-program/Youth-Recognition/index.

Join the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase!
MSU Extension is thrilled to partner again in 2025 with the Michigan State Fair on an exciting program for 
Michigan youth: the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase. This statewide showcase provides 
a virtual platform for youth across Michigan to exhibit their work in all project areas and apply for up to 
$10,000 in scholarships. Any Michigan youth ages 5-19 is encouraged to participate; 4-H membership is 
not required. 

Registration for this event is now open! The diverse array of classes celebrate all the projects and 
programs in which youth have developed skill and mastery. This includes livestock and animal 
showmanship classes, as well as still exhibits, educational projects and more. 
There is no cost to participate and youth may engage in as many classes as they wish by submitting project photos and videos. Be sure 
to submit your entries by the registration deadline of August 8 at 5 p.m.. Project evaluation will occur before the start of the 
Michigan State Fair so that winners can be announced at the event which occurs August 28 – September 1.

In addition to the opportunity to showcase their skills, recognize their accomplishments and receive constructive feedback for growth and 
development, participants in the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase will also have the opportunity to apply for up to 
$10,000 in scholarships. Learn more, find helpful resources and registration links at www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-
Virtual-Showcase/.

• Nolan King, Branch County
• Jude Martin, Ionia County
• Madison McGuire, Midland County
• Richie McNutt, Washtenaw County
• Trula Michel, Monroe County
• Penelope Moore, Sanilac County 
• VanAnder Noordyk, Marquette County
• Victoria Perez, Washtenaw County
• Madeline Piwowarski, Wexford County

• Breelyn Pullins, Berrien County
• Hadley Schafer, Monroe County
• Kristina Schwarz, Oakland County
• Asher Smith, Livingston County
• Jolene Smith, Ionia County
• Bette Stemaly, St. Joseph County
• Autumn Wellington, Lapeer County
• Tierney Westrate, Allegan County
• Josephine Wiltshire, Osceola County

http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4-h-awards-and-recognition-program/Youth-Recognition/index
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4-h-awards-and-recognition-program/Youth-Recognition/index
https://www.michiganstatefairllc.com/
http://michiganstatefairyouthshowcase.fairentry.com/
https://www.michiganstatefairllc.com/copy-of-fair-entry
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/tips-for-taking-photos-and-video
http://www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-Virtual-Showcase/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-Virtual-Showcase/




Slow Spokes!

Recap



Green Thumb Expo

Entrepreneurship

We are so thankful for another year of amazing 
partnership. This $15,000 gift will go to sharing 
Financial Literacy and 4-H to many youth in the 
county who have not had a similar opportunity 
before. Thank you First Merchants for Making 
the Best Better!

Recap



State Awards

Exploration Days

Teen Ambassadors Service Projects 

Recap
4-H Night at the Flatrock Speedway



Horse & Pony Summer Shows

Recap



Sponsorship
Council Sponsor

Since 1953, MCCU has been committed to serving 
you—your dreams, your goals, your community. Stay 
local. Be local.

Communications Day
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